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Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 
January  10,  1844. 


COMMUNICATIO  NS. 


TRANSMITTED    TO    THE 


GOVERNOR  OF  MARYLAND, 


ENCLOSING 


RESOLUTIONS 


FROM  THE   STATES    OF  MAINE,  MISSOURI,  NEW    JERSEY,  ALABAMA 
AND   MASSACHUSETTS. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 


Executive  Department, 
Augusta,  January  23, 1843. 

Sir: — Agreeably  lo  directions  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  I 
have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  Resolutions  in  favor  of  refund- 
ing to  General  Andrew  Jackson  the  fine  imposed  upon  him  by 
Judge  Hall  for  an  alledged  contempt  of  the  authority  of  said  Judge, 
with  costs  and  the  interest  thereon  from  the  time  of  its  payment, 
with  a  request  that  you  would  lay  the  same  before  the  Legislature 
of  your  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN   FAIRFIELD. 
To  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 

Maryland, 

Annapolis, 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 

Resolves  in  relation  to  the  Fine  imposed  on  General  Andrew  Jackson. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  due  alike  to  the  devoted  patriotism  and 
distinguished  services  of  General  Andrew  Jackson,  and  to  the  honor 
of  a  grateful  country,  that  the  fine  imposed  upon  him  by  Judge 
Hall  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  said  Judge, 
be  unconditionally  refunded. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  directed  and  our 
Representatives  be  requested  to  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the 
passage  of  a  law  unconditionally   refunding  to  General  Andrew 


Jackson  (ho  (iiio  imposed  upon  him  hy  Judge  Hall,  together  widi 
cosLs  and  inteie.sl  on  (he  same  iVom  (he  day  of  (he  payment  (hereof. 
Resolved,  Tliat  (he  Governor  he  retjucsted  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  these  Jlesohitions  to  General  Andrew  Jackson,  to  each  of  oiu' 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  to  each  of  the  Go- 
vernors of  the  several  States  of  this  Union,  with  a  request  that  the 
snhject  of  the  same  be  laid  before  their  respective  Legislatures. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  23, 1843. 

Read  and  passed. 

DAVID  DUNN,  Speaker. 
In  Senate,  January  23,  1843. 
Read  and  passed. 

EDWARD  KAVANAGH,  President, 
.fanuary  23, 1843.     Approved. 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 
A  true  cojnj. 

Attest : 

PHILIP  C.  JOHNSON,  Secretary  of  State. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 

Executive  Department, 
Augusta,  February  4,  1843. 
Sir  : — In  pursuance  of  the  direction  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
State,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  "Re- 
solves in  relation   to  the   Military  Academy  at  West  Point  in  the 
State  of  New  York,"  adopted  by  that  body  on  the  second  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  olDedient  sei-vant, 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 


STATE  OF  MAINE. 

Resolves  in  relation  to  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  in  the 
State  of  New  York. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point  in  the  State  of  New  York  ought  to  be 
abolished,  and  a  plan  of  military  instruction  adopted,  that  will  be 
impartial  in  its  operations  and  consistent  with  the  spirit  and  genius 
of  out  liberal  institutions. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed  and 
our  Representatives  requested  to  oppose  any  further  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  said  Academy. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  cause  (o  be  trans- 
mitted, a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Resolutions  to  each  of  our  Senators 


and  Representatives  in  Congicss,  and  to  the  Goveinois  of  the  seve- 
ral States  of  tlie  Union. 

In  the  House  of  Repuesentatives;,  February  1,  1843. 

Read  and  passed. 

DAVID  DUNN,  Speaker. 
In  Senate,  February  2, 1843. 
Read  and  passed. 

EDWARD  KAVANAGH,  President. 
Februanj  2,1843.     Approved, 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 
A  true  copy, 

PHILIP  C.  JOHNSON,  Secretary  of  State. 


STATE  OF  MISSOURI. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  State, 

City  nf  Jefferson. 
To  HI.S  Excellency, 

The  Governor  of  Maryland^ 
Sir: — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a 
series  of  resolutions,  relative  to  Tobacco,  passed  by  the  last  General 
Assembly  of  this  State. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  L.  MINOR, 
Sec.  of  State. 


Resolutions  on  the  subject  of  Tobacco. 

Whereas,  tobacco  is  one  of  the  principal  staple  productions  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  and  is  subject  to  excessively  high  duties  in 
the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  all  other  nations  of  Europe 
with  whom  we  carry  on  commercial  intercourse,  and  whereas  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  and  to  form  commercial  treaties 
with  foreign  governments  is  vested  in  Congress,  therefore 
Resolved,  by  the   General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 

as  follows: 

1.  Our  Senators  in  Congress  are  hereby  instructed  and  our  Re- 
presentatives requested,  to  call  the  serious  attention  of  Congress  to 
the  subject  of  the  excessive  duties  and  burdens  imposed  by  foreign 
governments  upon  our  tobacco  carried  into  their  ports,  in  order  that 
proper  steps  may  be  taken  to  effect  a  speedy  reduction  of  said  ex- 
cessive duties  to  a  fair  and  equitable  scale  of  commercial  reciprocity 

2.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolu 
tions  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 


'S.  The  Sec  ret  an- of  Stale  s^hall  iran.<iiiit  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 
lions  to  the  Ciovernorp  of  Ohio,  Kintncky.  Tennessee,  North  Caro- 
hna,  Mariland  and  ^r^nia,  ami  these  Stales  are  respectfully 
re(|uesled,  ilironsrh  their  respective  legislalnrcs  and  their  niemhers 
of  Congress,  to  co-operato  with  lis  in  endeavoring  to  effect  an  ohject 
so  desirahh'  as  th<-  rcdiirtion  of  the  duties  on  f(»hnrco  in  foreign 
countries. 

S.  PRICE, 
Speaker  House  of  Representatives. 

M.  M.  MARMADUKE, 

President  Senate. 
Approved  Feb.  17, 1843. 

TH.  REYNOLDS. 


STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

JOINT    RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas  an  untarnished  reputation,  based  upon  strict  integiity 
and  a  rigid  abhcrence  to  good  faith  in  all  our  public  transactions, 
is  not  only  of  inestimable  importance,  but  indispensably  neces- 
Scuy  to  the  well-bein^,  pro.sperity  and  happiness  of  our  common 
countr}^ ; 

And  whereas  we  have  hitherto  preseiTed  inviolate  our  plighted 
faith,  and  cherished  with  enthusiasm  our  unblemished  honor, 
regarding  it  as  a  precious  heritage  from  noble  sires,  earned  by  the 
toil,  purchased  by  the  blood,  and  endeared  to  us  by  the  sufferings 
of  the  patriots  of  the  Revolution  ; 

And  whereas  it  is  not  only  highly  dishonorable,  but  directly  con- 
flicting with  ever}"  principle  of  justice  and  morality,  for  any  State, 
nation,  or  people  to  repudiate  or  disown  obligation.- contracted  in 
good  faith  and  willi  mutual  concurrence,  becau-se  such  contract- 
ing power  is  not  legally  re.^sponsible,  or  such  obligfation  may  not 
be  legally  enforcecl; 

And  whereas,  in  a  portion  of  our  Union,  doctrines  have  been  pro- 
mulgated tending  to  degrade  the  national  honor,  destroy  the  na- 

•  tional  credit,  and  debase  the  national  character,  unju.stly  involv- 
ing in  a  common  odium  the  other  portions  of  this  Union,  and 
causing  our  name  to  be  a  by-word  and  reproach  throughout 
the  civilized  world  : 

And  whereas  a  belief  extensively  prevails  that  these  odious  doc- 
trines meet  with  a  silent  assent,  if  not  general  approbation,  through- 
out our  confederation,  thereby  tarnishing,  by  implication  our 
country's  fair  fame,  and  rendering  it  not  only  expedient,  but 
highly  necessary  and  proper,  that  the  voice  of  the  people,  in  their 
primary  assemblies  and  in  their  legislative  halls,  .should  l)e  uni- 
versally, fully  and  unequivocally  expressed— therefore 


1.  Resolved,  hy  the  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  That  we  heartily  tieprecate,  indignantly  re- 
pel, and  utterly  condemn  the  novel  doctri^  of  repudiation  of  State 
debts,  and  desire  now,  and  for  all  time,  distinctly  and  unequivocally, 
to  declare,  that  New  Jersey  not  only  disavows  any  and  all  parti- 
cipation, in  such  sentiments,  but  will  not  suffer  the  moral  sense  of 
her  people  to  be  outraged  by  their  avowel  in  any  partof  our  Union, 
by  any  portion  of  its  citizens,  without  an  expression  of  her  open, 
thorough  and  decided  condemnation. 

2.  Resolved^  That  we  should  be  recreant  to  every  virtuous  prin- 
ciple and  honest  impulse,  and  faithless  to  all  moral  obligation,  did 
we  hesitate  to  take  a  firm  and  unwavering  stand,  and  exert  the  ut- 
most energies  of  our  State  and  people  in  vindication  of  the  probity 
and  untarnished  reputation  transmitted  by  our  fathers;  which  form 
the  gi'ounlv-work  of  that  just  pride  and  veneration  with  which  their 
honored  names  are  associated,  and  a  broad  basis  of  national  integri- 
ty, which  all  should  delight  to  emulate  and  defend. 

3.  Resolved,  That  public  credit  is  one  of  the  vital  principles,  and 
a  main-spring  of  national  prosperity,  and  indissolubly  associated,  as 
it  is,  with  an  unimpeachable  character  for  strict  honesty,  must  be 
greatly  impaired,  if  not  utterly  destroyed,  by  any  disregard  of  this 
indispensable  requisite  in  the  formation  of  national,  as  well  as  of 
individual  good  character. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  same  laws  of  retributive  justice  govern 
nations  as  individuals,  and  that  no  countiy  or  people  can  swerve 
with  impunity  from  the  streight-fonvard  path  of  uprightness  and 
integrity;  when  the  quick  sense  of  honor  becomes  blunted,  and  the 
shame  of  merited  reproach  is  unfelt  or  unheeded,  the  public  morals 
will  deteriorate,  and  public  virtue  decline,  and,  in  their  downward 
course,  bear  with  them  national  respectability  and  national  worth, 
and,  finally,  whelm  the  work  and  pride  of  ages  in  irretrievable 
ruin. 

5.  Resolved,  That  it  is  our  earnest  hope  and  belief  that  the 
doctrine  of  repudiation  has  obtained  but  a  partial  foothold  on  the 
soil  of  our  Union,  and  a  limited  portion  of  its  citizens  for  advocates 
and  defenders ;  and  we  are  proud  to  assert,  that  the  mass  of  our 
people  are,  and  ever  have  been,  finn  in  their  abherence  to  all  the 
maxims  of  probity,  unwavering  in  their  acknowledgments  of  all 
the  exactions  of  good  faith,  honorable  in  the  discharge  of  all  the  obli- 
gations which  mutual  contracts  impose,  or  the  conventional  usag&s 
of  society  imply,  and  proudly  sensative  to  the  aspersion  of  nation- 
al disgrace. 

6.  Resolved,  That  considerations,  above  and  distinct  from  party, 
reaching  far  beyond  our  day  and  generation,  and  intimately  affect- 
ing, as  we  sacredly  believe,  the  future  character,  varied  interests, 
and  pennanent  prosperity  of  our  ])eloved  country,  solemnly  impel 
us  to  speak  fearlessly  and  unhesitatingly  on  this  subject ;  and,  in  a 
spiritof  patriotism,  which  should  look  beyond  State  limits,  we  be- 
seech our  fellow  citizens,  throughout  the  length  and  l^readth  of  this 
Union,  to  join  with  us  in  reprobating  all  violations   of  good  faith, 


ami    in    viiulicaliii^  (he    honor  iind    icpiitalion   of   our   common 
counliy. 

7.  Rcnolvcd,  That  iho  (iovcinor  ol'  (his  Slalo  he  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamhle  and  resolutions,  certified 
luidcr  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State,  to  the  Governor  of  each  of  the 
several  Slates  in  tlic  Union,  with  a  request  that  he  will  cause  the 
same  to  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  thereof. 

House  of  Assembly,  February  \st,  1843. 

This  joint  resolution  having  been  three  times  read  and  compared 
to  the  House  of  Asssmbly, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  do  pass. 

By  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

SAML.  B.  HALSEY,  Speaker. 

In  Council,  February  17,  1848. 
This  joint  resolution  having  been  three  times  read  in  Council, 
Resolved,  That  the  same  do  pass. 

By  order  of  Council. 

WILLIAM  PENNINGTON, 

President  of  Council. 

State  of  New  Jersey : 

C    .  ^     ^'  Charles  G.  McChesney,   Secretary  of  State 

(^  J  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  do  hereby  certify,  that  the 

foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  Preamble  and  Joint  Resolutions,  passed. 

by  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  February  17, 1843,  as  taken  from, 

and  compared  with  the  original,  now  on  file  in  my  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and 
affixecf  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  at  Trenton,  in 
said  State,  this  fifteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three,  and  of  the  Independ- 
ence of  the  United  States  the  sixty-seventh. 

CHARLES  G.  McCHESNEY, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Executive  Office, 
Trenton,  New  Jersey,  March  15,   1843. 
Sir  :  — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Preamble  and  Joint 
Resolutions,  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
at  its  recent  session,  and  to  request  that  you  will  cause  the  same  to 
be  laid  before  the  Legislature  of  the  State  over  which  you  preside. 
With  the  liighest  consideration, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
WM.  PENNINGTON, 
Governor  of  New  Jersey. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Governor 

of  the  State  of  Mary  fund. 
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STATE  OF  ALABAMA. 

JOINT    RESOLUTIONS, 

la  regard  to  the  coiUroversy  bcUoccn  New  York  and  Virginia. 

The  Committee  on  Federal  Relations,  to  which  was  referred  the 
Report  and  ResokUions  of  South  CaroHna,  adopted  at  its  recent 
session,  in  relation  to  the  controversy  between  New  York  and  Vir- 
ginia, together  witli  a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
South  Carolina,  "To  prevent  the  citizens  of  New  York  from  carry- 
ing slaves  out  of  said  State,  and  to  prevent  the  escape  of  persons 
charged  with  the  commission  of  any  crime,"  have  had  the  subject 
under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  resolu- 
tions, and  ask  their  unanimous  adoption: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  in  General  Assembly  convened,  That  the  State 
of  Alabania  will  sustain  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  all  needful  and 
proper  measures  to  redress  the  wrongs  complained  of,  and  to  pre- 
vent their  recurrence. 
^  Resolved  further  ^  That  the  Governor  send  copies  of  this  report 
^and  resolve,  to  .the  Governors  of  the  several  States,  and  our  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

JNO.  ERWIN, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
NATH'L.  TERRY, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


Uei>artment  of  State, 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  Feb.  2Sth,  1 843. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  Preamble 
and  Resolutions,  on  file  in  this  Department. 

W.  GARRETT, 
Secretary  of  State. 

JOINT  RESOLUTIONS. 

On  the  subject  of  the  assumption  of  State  debts  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment, and  against  the  repudiation  of  State  Debts. 

Whereas,  the  subject  of  the  public  and  foreign  indebtedness  of 
the  States  of  this  Union,  has  created  great  interest  and  excite- 
ment throughout  the  United  States,  and  a  deep  sensation  in 
foreign  countries,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  States,  to  the  General 
Government,  and  to  American  credit  abroad.  And  whereas,  the 
agitation  o'f  this  subject  in  Congress,  has  drawn  the  attention  of 
the  world  to  that  body,  as  the  source  whence  is  to  come  the  pay- 
ment of  the  State  debts,  and  the  relief  of  the  creditors  of  the 
States.  And  whereas,  many  gigantic  schemes  of  assuming  the 
States  debts  by  the  General  Government,  in  various  shapes  and 
under  various  names  have  been,  and  are  still  in  contemplation. 


Alul  whereas,  Alabama  i^'  uiic  ol'  the  Stale?  <o  indebted,  it  is  a 

proper  tjiiie  fur  the   Kepreseiitative<  ol'   the  people  oftbe  State  of 

Alabama,  to  deelare  their  opinions  and  sentiments  fnlly,  on  said 

subjects,  and  on  tlu>  mode  and  manner  snirfrosted,  for  the  payment 

of  the  said  State  debts.     Therefore — 

He  it,  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rcpiesentatives  of 
the  Skite  of  Alabama,  m  General  Assembly  convened.  That  the 
State  of  Alabama  is  fnlly  able  to  meet  her  own  debts  ami  liabilities  ; 
her  Aiith  and  honor  are  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  her  Bonds. 
The  idea  of  repndialion  is  repugnant  to  her,  and  she  recognizes 
her  great  Seal,  as  binding  every  foot  of  soil  belonging  to  her  citi- 
zens. 

Resolved  further.  That  while  she  spurns  the  idea  of  forfeiting 
her  credit  abroad,  she  will  never  consent  to  become  tributary  to  the 
General  Government.  She  holds  the  principle  to  be  true,  that  to 
force  a  favor  upon  a  State,  without  her  consent,  is  as  much  a  viola 
tion  of  her  sovereignty,  as  to  force  her  to  yield  a  right  which  is  re- 
served to  her  by  the  Constitution ;  and  her  right  to  reject  a  proffered 
service,  is  co-existent  and  co  extensive  with  her  right  to  receive  it. 

Resolved  further^  That  the  assumption  of  the  State  debts  by 
Congress,  directly  or  indirectly,  would  be  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Union,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  States. 

Resolved  further.  That  we  instruct  our  Senators,  and  request 
our  Representatives  in  Congress,  to  use  all  needful  and  proper  means 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  any  act  which  contemplates,  either  direct- 
ly or  indirectly,  the  assumption  of  State  debts. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  requested 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  and  preamble  to  each  of 
our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  each  of  the  States. 

JNO.  ERWIN, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
NATH'L  TERRY, 

P7'esident  of  the  Senate. 


Department  of  State, 
Tuscaloosa.  Ala..  Feb.  28th.  1843- 
I  certify  the  foregoing  (o  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  Preamble 
aijd  Resolutions,  on  file  in  this   Department. 

W.  GARRETT, 

Secretary  «f  State. 


•♦  10 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-THREE. 

RESOLVES 
Against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union. 

Resolved,  That,  under  no  circumstances  whatsover,  can  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  regard  the  proposition  to  admit  Texas  into 
the  Union  in  any  other  hght  than  as  dangerous  to  its  continuance 
in  peace,  in  prosperity,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  those  blessings 
which  it  is  the  object  of  a  free  government  to  secure. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  spare 
no  exertions  to  oppose,  and  if  possible  to  prevent,  the  adoption  of 
the  proposition  referred  to. 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  one  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Executive  of  each 
of  the  United  States,  and  a  like  copy  to  each  Senator  and  Repre- 
sentative in  Congress  from  Massachusetts. 

House  of  Representatives,  March  16,  1843. 

DANIEL  P.  KING,  Speaker. 
In  Senate,  March  17,  1843. 

'FREDERICK  ROBINSON,  President. 
A  true  copy,- — Attest: 

JOHN  A.  BOLLES, 

Secietary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


STATE  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Executive  Department, 
Columbia,  South  Carolina,  '2,0th  Decembe? ,  1843. 
Sir: — In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
State,  I  transmit  you  the  following  RcKSolutions,  which  were  passed 
at  their  last  Session. 

I  have,  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  serv't. 

.1.  H.  HAMMONDS. 
-The  Governor  of 

Maryland. 


The  Committee  on  Federal  Relations,  to  whom  were  referred 
certain  Resolutions  from  Alabama,  accompany  the  Governor's 
Message,  on  the  subject  of  the  assumption  of  State  Debts  by  the 
General  Government,  have  considered  the  same,  and  beg  leave  to 
report:  that  South- Carolina  cordially  responds  (o  the  Resolutions 
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of  Alabama  oil  this  subject.  Nothing  is  more  caUiilafeci  to  tie 
grade  llic  s()vereii!;uly  of  the  Slates,  than  clepenclciice  upon  the 
Auuls  of  the  (ioncral  Governnienl  (or  the  payment  of  their  debts. 
(t  is  acknowledging  iheir  own  inability.  The  States  thus  adnii' 
their  degredalion.  As  one  of  those  States,  South-Carohna  admits 
no  such  inability  to  meet  her  own  engagements ;  and  she  is  not 
willing  that  her  sister  States  should  bg  degraded  by  any  such  impu- 
tations. Froiu  what  fund  could  the  United  States  pay  the  debts 
of  the  States ?  The  only  sources  are — the  National  Domain,  or 
(he  Revenue  from  taxation.  The  opinion  heretofore  expressed  by 
this  Legislature,  in  relation  to  the  public  domain,  is  unaltered.  It 
is  a  National  fund,  i)estowed  for  National  purposes,  and  to  divert  it 
to  thepa3anent  of  the  debts  of  such  unthrifty  States  as  have  got  in 
debt  beyond 'what  prudence  will  sanction,  is  an  unauthorized  dis- 
position of  this  source  of  National  income.  The  example  would 
be  pecidiarly  pernicious — the  best  security  against  extravagance  is 
the  duty  of  paying  the  debts  contracted,  either  by  States  or  individ- 
uals. Every  State  is  able,  by  a  manly  and  honorable  resort  to 
State  taxation,  to  pay  all  its  debts  ;  and  the  lesson,  thus  taught  to 
the  people,  will  be  a  wholesome  restriction  on  future  extravagance. 
Your  Committee  therefore  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  Reso- 
lutions: 

Resolced,  That  the  assumption  of  the  debts  of  the  States,  by 
the  United  States,  W'Ould  degrade  the  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
and  be  a  precedent  fatal  to  their  rights  and  independence. 

Resolved,  That  the  diversion  of  the  National  Domain  to  the  pay- 
ment of  State  debts  would  be  a  perversion  of  the  expressed  object 
for,  which  it  was  ceded  to  the  Union — would  be  bad  faith  to  the 
States,  who  ceded  it,  and  a  dereliction  of  the  trust  reposed  in  the 
National  Government. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  Resolutions  be  communicated  to  the 
Governors  of  the  States,  and  to  our  representatives  in  Congi'ess,  re- 
questing them  to  lay  (he  same  before  that  body. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Sfxretary's  Office, 
Boston  April  17 fh  18-18. 

Sir: — 1  have  the  honor  (o  transmit  to  you,  by  order  of  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  (he  enclosed   copies    of  cer(ain   Resolutions 
of  (he  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JNO.  A.  BOLLES, 
Secretory  of  the  Commovvealfli 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY  THREE 

RESOLVES 

Concerning  French  depredations  on  American  commerce  previous 
to  the  convention  of  eighteen  hmuhcd. 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in 
General  Court  assembled.  That  the  depredations  on  American 
commerce,  committed  by  the  authority  of  the  French  Republic, 
previous  to  the  month  of  September,  eighteen  liundred,  were  in 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of  existing  treaties,  and  created 
a  claim  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  was  bound,  by 
its  duty  of  affording  protection  to  its  peaceable  citizens,  to  sustain 
and  enforce. 

Resolved,  That  the  government  of  the  United  States,  having, 
by  the  ratification  of  the  convention  of  September  thirtieth,  eigh- 
teen hundred,  with  amendments,  released  the  French  nation  from 
said  claim,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  assumed  the  obligations  of 
said  claim  upon  itself,  and  is  bound  to  discharge  it,  alike  by  the 
obligations  of  equity,  and  by  the  injunction  of  that  provision  of 
the  federal  constitution,  which  declares  that  "private  property  shed  1 
not  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just  compensation." 

Resolved,  That  it  is  due  alike  to  the  honor  of  the  American 
name,  and  to  the  support  of  that  confidence  which  citizens  should 
feel  in  die  wisdom  and  rectitude  of  their  rulers,  that  speedy  provi- 
sion should  l)e  made  by  act  of  Congressfor  the  rendering  of  justice, 
so  long  delayed. 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  copies  of  these  lesolves,  and  of  the  accompanying  report 
to  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  this  Commonwealth  in 
Congress,  and  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States. 

House  of  Representatives,  March  24,  1843. 
Passed, 

DANIEL  P.  KING,  Speaker. 

In  Senatf,,  March  24,  1843. 

FREDERICK  ROBINSON,  President. 

A  true  copy, — Attest : 

JNO.  A.  BOLLES, 

Secretanj  of  the  Co^nmonwealth, 


[Document  F.] 


BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 
January  lltli,  1844. 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


REPORT 


OF    THE 


COLONIZATION  SOCIETY, 


IN 


Answer  to  an  Order  oi'  Ihe  House  of  Delegates 


OF  THE  SECOND  JAMAKV,  EIGHTEEN  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-FOIR. 
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